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Abstract

Improving the quality of life of individuals with severe mental illness has been the focus of considerable research. With advances in treatments for severe mental illness, particularly in psychiatric rehabilitation, evaluating outcomes has become increasingly important. Given the complex and multidimensional nature of severe mental illness, outcome evaluation of psychiatric rehabilitation is particularly difficult. This paper addresses issues in evaluating psychiatric rehabilitation outcome, including key outcome domains, selection of methods and measures, and meaningful use of results. Continuing conceptual and methodological issues are discussed. Future directions are explored, including evaluating multidimensional treatment effects and interactions, and building an integrated understanding of all outcomes that go into psychiatric rehabilitation.

